INTRODUCTION

"V _

That evea a biographer, without any addition to primary
facts, may, on the event of publication of a subsequent
edition, deviate almost to the point of departure from
the basic assessments, can be gleaned from a comparative
study of the two editions of Mary Carpenter's The Last
Days in England of the Rajah Rammohun Roy

The last days that Rammohun Roy spent in England
(8th April 1831 to 27th September 1833) are not really
quite long so far as the duration is concerned. But the
period is marked by great many changes in the history
of Anglo-Indian relationship. The reception of Rammohun
in England is an inseparable chapter covering the early
cultural aspects of the said exchange. While in England
he witnessed the entire process which led to the passing
of some epoch-making bills, vis, the Reform Bill ( 1832 ),
the Slavery Emancipation Act ( 1833 ) and the Factory
Act (1834). From the point of Indian history two far-
reaching moves were also being concluded upon within
this span of time. A petition of orthodox Hindus of Bengal
against the abolition of Sati was presented before the
Privy Council in June 1832, which was readily rejected.
Secondly, Select Committees of both Houses of the
Parliament were already appointed to consider the question
of renewal of the Company's Charter, which was ultimately
granted 1833.

It is needless to mention that Rammohun was not the
first Indian to visit Eng'and, but his arrival there was
definitely the first of its kind to make a stir in the then
English society. Rammohun contemplated a voyage to
England as early as 1816 or 1317 with a desire to
'enter one of our [English] universities'1, or to 'obtain
by personal observations a more thorough insight into its
manners, customs, religion, and political institutions.'2